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Using VS Code on RCAC Community Clusters 
Visual Studio Code (VS Code) is a widely used, lightweight IDE that supports remote development via 
SSH. This makes it a convenient option for researchers less comfortable with terminal-only editors like 
Vim, especially when developing code or managing data on RCAC resources. 

Steps overview: 
1. Install VS Code locally. 
2. Install the Remote - SSH extension. 
3. Set up SSH keys on your local machine and upload your public key to the cluster 
4. Modify your SSH config file (~/.ssh/config) to include the RCAC cluster details 
5. Connect to the RCAC cluster using VS Code’s Remote - SSH 

  

https://code.visualstudio.com/
https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=ms-vscode-remote.remote-ssh
https://www.rcac.purdue.edu/knowledge/scholar/accounts/login/sshkeys
https://rcac-bioinformatics.github.io/guide/vscode/


Using VSCode on RCAC Clusters 

 

 
2 

 


